Shining light on a peculiar coupling
One of the long-standing predictions regarding topological insulators is the magnetoelectric effect, a coupling between a material's magnetic and electric properties. Thanks to this coupling, Maxwell's equations inside topological insulators are modified, resulting in so-called axion electrodynamics. Wu et al. used time-domain terahertz (THz) 
Glial cells contribute to pain
Pain hypersensitivity can spread to unaffected body regions immediately surrounding the initial insult. Sometimes it can even spread to the opposite site of the body or to large body areas and cause widespread pain. Kronschläger et al. discovered a form of synaptic plasticity in the spinal cord that may explain the spread of pain hypersensitivity. This plasticity was induced by
GALAXY FORMATION
A massive galaxy forming from molecular gas
The most massive galaxies gather their stars by merging with smaller galaxies and by accreting gas, which is then consumed during star formation. Emonts et al. investigated the Spiderweb Galaxy, a massive galaxy in the process of forming in the early universe, seen now as it was over 10 billion years ago (see the Perspective by Hatch). Radio observations of carbon monoxide revealed large quantities of molecular gas around the galaxy. The gas is not associated with the merger process but may have been recycled from earlier phases of galaxy formation. 
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Hematopoietic stem cell Asian longhorned beetle larvae digest wood by using acquired genes.
INSECT GENOMICS
Acquiring the genes to digest wood T he larvae of the invasive Asian longhorned beetle burrow into and kill trees. On sequencing the genome, McKenna et al. found that gene transfers from fungi and bacteria, followed by functional evolution and gene family expansions, appear to have conferred the ability to the beetles to find plants, digest cellulose, and nullify harmful compounds made by the plants. Interestingly, other wood-feeding beetles appear to have undergone a similar evolutionary trajectory, one that is distinct from that of wood-feeding insects such as termites. -LMZ 
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NEUROSCIENCE
Attention changes local brain activity
There is a well-known correlation between arousal and neuronal activity in the brain. However, it is unclear how these general effects are reflected on a local scale. 
ATHEROSCLEROSIS
Letting SLE-Ping plaques lie
Patients with the autoimmune disease systemic lupus erythematosis (SLE) are more likely to develop atherosclerosis than healthy individuals. Smith et al. hypothesized that invariant natural killer T (iNKT) cells contribute to this process because of their connection to both immune responses and lipids. The authors found that iNKT cells from SLE patients with asymptomatic plaque (SLE-P) produced more of the Th2 cytokine interleukin-4 than those from SLE patients with no plaques. These SLE-P iNKT cells were associated with changes in lipid composition and monocyte skewing to the M2 phenotype. Thus, SLE-P iNKT cells may connect changes in lipids and the immune response, contributing to the development of cardiovascular disease in SLE patients. -ACC Sci. Immunol. 1, eaah4081 (2016) .
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